
 
2011 Specialist Meeting—Future Directions in Spatial Demography Matthews—1  

 
 

STEPHEN A. MATTHEWS 
Population Research Institute 
Pennsylvania State University 
Email: matthews@psu.edu 

 
 

Stephen Matthews (Ph.D., University of Wales, Cardiff) is Associate Professor of Sociology, 

Anthropology, and Demography (Courtesy Geography) and the academic director of the Geographic 

Information Analysis Core in the Population Research Institute and Social Science Research Institute 

at Penn State. 

He is P.I. of a Eunice Kennedy Shriver NICHD-supported training grant on advanced spatial 

analysis in population science, promoting the utilization of geospatial data and spatial analytic 

methods in demographic and health research. He is the co-organizer of the specialist meeting on 

Future Directions in Spatial Demography. 

The central tenets of his teaching and research scholarship are population health and health 

inequality in diverse community contexts. The substantive focus of his research is the study of 

resources, risks, and opportunities (e.g., food, pollution, social networks) and how access and 

utilization of these resources, risks, and opportunities relate to health and social inequality (e.g., diet, 

obesity status, other health outcomes). Race/ethnicity and income inequality are cross-cutting themes 

in my research. Also he is interested in conceptual and methodological issues associated with how 

neighborhoods are defined and their attributes are measured, and the relevance of these 

definitions/measures to individual behavior and health outcomes. Ongoing projects include an R21 

intervention study of neighborhood food environments in Philadelphia (PI), an R01 Patterns of Cancer 

care in Appalachia (co-I), an R01 on risk and abuse in at-risk mothers in Philadelphia (co-I), and he 

participates in the National Children’s Study—Westmoreland County, PA site. Recent past projects 

include the NSF-funded Measuring Spatial Segregation project (co-PI). 

Earlier this year he co-edited with Linda Burton, Susan Kemp, ManChui Lueng and David 

Takeuchi, Communities, Neighborhoods, and Health: Expanding the Boundaries of Place and co-

authored with Wilbur Zelinsky, The Place of Religion in Chicago. 

For more information, please see http://www.sociology.psu.edu/people/faculty/matthews.shtml 

or http://www.sociology.psu.edu/people/faculty/CV/matthews.pdf.  

 


