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Frank M. Howell is Professor Emeritus of Sociology at Mississippi State University and Adjunct 

Professor of Sociology at Emory University. He recently served as Senior Policy Analyst at the Board of 

Regents of the University System of Georgia in Atlanta, where he chaired the statewide GIS 

Coordinating Council, developed an enrollment projections and tracking system based upon spatial 

demography principles for the Board’s EIS, and assisted the GA Technology Authority on expanding 

the wireless broadband capabilities in the state. He began using GIS in 1983, becoming a consultant 

to Strategic Mapping, Inc. in the development of Atlas Graphics. 

While at North Carolina State University, Frank co-founded the Social Science Computer Review 

(Sage) with G. David Garson and developed two global computer networks (SocNet, PoliNet) prior to 

the Internet. At Mississippi State, he served as Coordinator of a $60M NASA-sponsored Mississippi 

Space Commerce Initiative; led the development of the first statewide contract for higher education 

software, the model for ESRI’s current licensing agreement; and was the Software Administrator for 

the College Board in Mississippi. After a stint as Department Head of Rural Sociology in the 

Agricultural Experiment Station, he funded and directed the Spatial Analysis Laboratory, teaching a 

graduate course on the spatial analysis of social data from 1996 until his retirement at MSU. He has 

been a consultant to numerous organizations involving grants review and management (part-time GS-

15 at USDA), large-scale data organization (NASS), analysis software (SPSS, SPLUS), licensing (ESRI, 

ERDAS, Research Systems Inc.), and human subjects protection (ICPSR, NORC). Frank recently 

completed a six-year term on the Secretary of Agriculture’s Advisory Board on Agricultural Statistics, a 

time in which NASS transitioned to a web-based collection system for the Census of Agriculture with 

more open-access to historical data on agriculture, the environment, and land-use. 

His recent research has focused on the distribution of church burnings in the American South, the 

long-term institutionalization of white-flight segregation academies, the spatialization of population 

shifts at the sub-county level, social policy issues in biofuels development (funded by DOE), and the 

integration of LULC data into the identification of the rural-urban continuum in the U.S. Co-authored 

with Jeremy R. Porter (CUNY), a forthcoming book is Geographical Sociology: Theoretical 

Foundations and Methodological Applications in the Sociology of Location (Springer, 2012). Frank 

and Jeremy are co-editors of a new online journal, Spatial Demography, published by PressForward 

(spatialdemography.org) in early 2012. 

 


