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Katherine J. Curtis is Assistant Professor in the Department of Community and Environmental 

Sociology at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Curtis earned her PhD in Sociology at the 

University of Washington, and was faculty member at Brown University before coming to Wisconsin in 

2007. Curtis’ PhD training was in demography, social stratification and research methods, while her 

post-doctoral fellowship at the University of Wisconsin Center for Demography and Ecology focused 

on spatial data analysis. Her current faculty position is partially supported by UW-Extension, where 

she carries out applied demographic research. Thus, her work is centered in demography and 

extends to spatial, rural, and applied demography, and focuses on two central themes: investigating 

the population dynamics underlying stratification structures; and examining how the spatial and 

temporal contexts shape processes generating demographic change and associated inequality.   

Curtis is actively pursuing her long-standing interests in spatial demography in her research and 

teaching programs at Wisconsin. Her research consistently engages multi-disciplinary research 

collaborations and multiple literatures across disciplines to gain greater substantive and technical 

insight. Projects include an investigation of the temporally and spatially varying influence of correlates 

of population change identified in theories of urbanization and development in the US Great Plains, 

an examination of the demographic underpinnings of racial inequality within the historical and 

contemporary contexts of the Great Migration from and Return Migration to the US South, an 

assessment of the temporal and spatial dimensions of economic change and racial inequality in 

historical Puerto Rico, an investigation of the spatial-temporal dynamics of race and contemporary 

poverty in the United States and the Upper Midwest, and an effort to link social and physical 

attributes of place to assess vulnerability to climate change. Curtis’ work has been published in the 

field’s top journals and featured in special publications and conferences focusing on spatial 

demography. In addition to teaching at the UW, she has also been a co-instructor in spatial 

regression (with Paul Voss) for the ICPSR Summer Program as well as the GISPopsci Workshops at 

UCSB and Penn State.   


