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SUSANA B. ADAMO 

Center for International Earth Science Information Network 
Columbia University 

Email: sadamo@ciesin.columbia.edu 
 

Susana B. Adamo is Associate Research Scientist at the Center for International Earth Sciences 

Information Network (Earth Institute, Columbia University), adjunct assistant professor at the School 

of International and Public Affairs and Columbia College, and co-coordinator of the Population and 

Environment Research Network (PERN). She holds a B.S. in geography from the University of Buenos 

Aires, an M.S. in population studies from FLACSO-Mexico, and a Ph.D. in demography/sociology 

from the University of Texas at Austin. Her research interests include environmental migration and 

displacement, the dynamics of internal migration in developing countries, rural/urban demography, 

migration and health, and issues related to global and regional georeferenced population databases. 

Among other projects, she has worked on circular migration in Thailand; migration and 

socioeconomic change in rural and small town Argentina; migration and meningitis in Sahel 

countries; land use and population change in Latin American and the Caribbean; migration, 

urbanization and health in China; and the development of gridded population databases.  
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MICHAEL BADER 

Department of Sociology 
American University 

Email: bader@american.edu 

 

Michael Bader joined the faculty of the sociology department and the Center on Health, Risk and 

Society at American University in September 2011. His research investigates the processes that 

perpetuate racial and economic segregation in American cities and the consequences of that 

segregation and spatial inequality on health disparities. His published work demonstrates the 

influence of race on the knowledge residents have of communities in their metropolitan area as well 

as their preferences for specific metropolitan communities, the role of racial segregation on low birth 

weight and the influence of the built environment on obesity. Bader’s current research examines the 

manner in which non-economic forces help perpetuate patterns of racial and economic segregation. 

This work combines survey, demographic, and qualitative research to examine how residents acquire 

knowledge of neighborhoods in their metropolitan areas and the manner in which perceptions of 

those communities lead to unequal residential and commercial investment. 

In addition to work in these substantive areas, Bader maintains an active research agenda 

regarding spatial demographic methods including methods that combine geostatistical tools with 

neighborhood assessments so that researchers can create flexible neighborhood boundaries for 

multi-outcome studies and use Google’s Street View product to conduct systematic social 

observations in geographically dispersed samples. He has received funding from the Robert Wood 

Johnson Foundation and the National Institutes of Health (NICHD) and his work appears in sociology, 

epidemiology, and geography journals. 

Bader completed his dissertation at the University of Michigan in 2009 after completing an 

undergraduate program in architecture and art history at Rice University. While completing his 

degree he was a research associate with the Built Environment and Health (BEH) project at Columbia 

University. He continues his collaboration with the BEH project as a faculty associate. Immediately 

after completing his dissertation, Bader was a Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Health & Society 

Scholar at the University of Pennsylvania where he was also a senior fellow in the Leonard Davis 

Institute of Health Economics.  
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DEBORAH BALK 

CUNY Institute for Demographic Research 
City University of New York 

Email: deborah.balk@baruch.cuny.edu 

 

Deborah Balk (PhD, Demography, UC Berkeley) is Professor at the Baruch School of Public Affairs of 

the City University of New York (CUNY) and Associate Director of the CUNY Institute for 

Demographic Research. From 1998–2006, she was Research Scientist at Columbia University’s Center 

for International Earth Science Information of Network (CIESIN). There she was lead Project Scientist 

for the NASA-funded Socioeconomic Data and Applications Center where she conducted global-

scale interdisciplinary data integration and analysis of satellite, administrative and survey data. She 

led CIESIN’s efforts in the development of the Global Rural Urban Mapping Project (GRUMP) and the 

estimation of populations at risk in the Low Elevation Coastal Zones (LECZ). Her current research 

focus continues to be on urbanization, poverty and climate change adaptation in the developing 

world. With funding from the NICHD, she and co-PI Mark Montgomery have developed a spatial 

model to estimate and forecast city growth. She and Montgomery are currently georeferencing the 

survey regions from the DHS, MICS and WFS collections in order to create a time-series of 

subnational urban demographic rates as inputs into their city-growth model. Having served on 

several NRC Committees in the past, she is currently serving on the Committee to study the 

“Himalayan Glaciers, Climate Change, and Implications for Downstream Population.” 
 
Website: http://www.baruch.cuny.edu/spa/facultystaff/facultydirectory/bio_deborah_balk.php  
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D A V I D  B E R R I G A N 

Division of Cancer Control & Population Sciences 
National Cancer Institute 

Email: berrigad@mail.nih.gov   

  

David Berrigan has been a biologist in the Office of the Associate Director of the Applied Research 

Program since 2003. Berrigan received his Ph.D. in biology from the University of Utah in 1993 and an 

MPH from UC Berkeley in 2000. His recent research has examined energy balance, carcinogenesis, 

physical activity, and acculturation using a mix of animal models, population data, and 

methodological studies aimed at improving survey data and incorporating GIS tools and data-layers 

into survey data sets. A special focus of this work involves the environmental and demographic 

correlates of walking and bicycling. Berrigan served on the program committee for the 2007 Active 

Living Research Conference and is currently a member of the TRB Travel Behavior and Values 

Committee. He is strongly committed to research aimed at health for all via environments and 

institutions that foster healthy behaviors, preventive services, and health care regardless of 

demographic or economic circumstances. 
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ANDREW A. BEVERIDGE 

Institute for Demographic Research 
Queen’s College, CUNY 

Email: andrew.beveridge@qc.cuny.edu 

 
Andrew A. Beveridge, Ph.D., is Professor of Sociology at Queens College and the Graduate School 

and University Center of the City University of New York and an Associate of the CUNY Institute for 

Demographic Research. 

He and his team developed Social Explorer (www.socialexplorer.com) that allows user to visualize 

and make reports on change in the U.S. from 1790 to the present. Funded by the National Science 

Foundation, a professional edition is now distributed by Oxford University Press, and a student 

edition by Pearson. The Reference and User Services Association (RUSA) named Social Explorer as an 

Outstanding Reference Source for 2010. (RUSA is a division of the American Library Association.) 

Since 1993, Beveridge has been a consultant to the New York Times, which has published numerous 

news reports and maps based upon his analysis of the Census data. He writes the demographic topic 

column for the Gotham Gazette (www.gothamgazette.com) an on-line publication of the Citizens 

Union. He is working on three major projects involving urban and neighborhood change, education 

and health each of which are using various spatial techniques.  

He received his Ph.D., M.Phil. in sociology, and his B.A with honors in economics from Yale. He 

has received grant and fellowship support from the American Council of Learned Societies, the 

National Science Foundation, the National Endowment for the Humanities, and other agencies. He 

also has been involved with numerous consulting engagements many related to civil rights litigation.  
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BUDHENDRA BHADURI 

Oak Ridge National Laboratory 
Email: bhaduribl@ornl.gov  

  
Budhendra Bhaduri is a Corporate Research Fellow at Oak Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL) and 

leads the Geographic Information Science and Technology (GIST) group within the Computing and 

Computational Sciences directorate. He is a founding member of the U.S. Department of Energy’s 

Geospatial Sciences Steering Committee. His research interests and experience include novel 

implementation of geospatial science and technology in sustainable development research, including 

population dynamics, urbanization and watershed impacts, energy resource assessment, and disaster 

management. He is a principal member of the LandScan global population modeling programs at 

ORNL. He received the 2010 Homeland Security award for emergency preparedness and response 

from Christopher Columbus Fellowship Foundation. In 2009 he was appointed to the Mapping 

Science Committee of the National Academy of Sciences/National Research Council. He is also 

serving on the Geographic Information Science and Applications and on a Strategic Highway 

Research Program, Expert Task Group of the Transportation Research Board (TRB) of the National 

Academies. Dr. Bhaduri is actively involved with academic institutions for scientific collaborations and 

student engagement for research in geospatial science. He is a recipient of the Department of 

Energy’s Outstanding Mentor Award for his dedicated service to the department for developing 

future workforce for the nation. 
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CHRISTOPHER R. BROWNING 

Department of Sociology 
Ohio State University 

Email: browning.90@sociology.osu.edu 

 

Chris Browning is Professor of Sociology and an affiliate of the Initiative on Population Research at 

Ohio State University. He received a Ph.D. in Sociology from the University of Chicago in 1997. He has 

written extensively on the role of residential neighborhood context in shaping the health and 

behavioral development of urban adolescents. He is Principal Investigator of a NICHD-sponsored 

study exploring the link between features of urban neighborhoods and early adolescent risk-taking 

behavior using the Project on Human Development in Chicago Neighborhoods data. He has also 

received funding from NIDA and the WT Grant Foundation for a large-scale data collection effort 

focused on the measurement and consequences of adolescent spatial and social exposures.   
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REGINA M. BURES 
Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health & Human Development 

National Institutes of Health 
Email: regina.bures@nih.gov 

 

Regina M. Bures, Ph.D., is a Program Official with the Demographic and Behavioral Sciences branch 

at the Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health & Human Development. At NICHD 

her research portfolio includes family demography, population health, migration and environment, 

and spatial demography. She manages Educational Programs for Demography and Population 

Science Research (R25), co-manages the Branch’s National Research Service Award Institutional 

Research Training Grants (T32) Program, and serves as Program Scientist for NICHD’s Data Sharing 

for Demographic Research program. Dr. Bures received her doctorate in sociology from Brown 

University, completed a postdoctoral fellowship at the Center for the Demography and Economics of 

Aging at the University of Chicago and receive a certificate in Geographic Information Systems (GIS) 

from the Pennsylvania State University. Prior to joining the NICHD she held a faculty position at the 

University of Florida. Dr. Bures has served as the principal investigator on NIH and NSF funded grants 

and her research has been published in Demography, the Journal of Family Issues, and the American 

Journal of Public Health.  
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K A T H L E E N  A.  CA G N E Y 

Population Research Center, NORC 
Department of Sociology 

University of Chicago 
Email: kcagney@health.bsd.uchicago.edu 

 

Kathleen Cagney (Ph.D. Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore) has worked with both structural and 

social process indicators of neighborhood context, including survey-based assessments, metrics of 

the built environment derived from systematic social observations, and measures constructed from 

the Census. Recently, she has collected primary assessments of neighborhood context, validated 

measures of social cohesion and disorder and constructed measures of the built environment, 

including commercial conditions. This body of research is focused on older adults. She is currently 

developing new methods to assess the interrelationships of neighborhood environment and activity 

space for older persons in both urban and suburban contexts.  
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MARCIA CASTRO 

Department of Global Health & Population 
Harvard University 

Email: mcastro@hsph.harvard.edu 

 

Marcia Castro, Ph.D., is Assistant Professor of Demography in the Department of Global Health and 

Population, and Associate Faculty of the Harvard University Center for the Environment. Castro is a 

member of the Socioeconomic Data and Applications Center (SEDAC) User Working Group, and a 

founding member of the Wittgenstein Centre for Demography and Global Human Capital’s Scientific 

Advisory Board. At Harvard, Castro serves as a member of the Faculty Advisory Committee of the 

Brazil Studies Program, and a member of the Brazil Studies Program Steering Group of the David 

Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies (DRCLAS), she is also a member of the Center for 

Geographic Analysis (CGA) Steering Committee, and faculty sponsor of the Spatial Analysis Methods 

Student Working Group.  

Her research focuses on the identification of social, biological, and environmental risks associated 

with vector-borne diseases in the tropics; modeling determinants of malaria transmission, with 

particular emphasis on generating evidence for better control strategies; expansion of the Brazilian 

Amazon frontier and the social and environmental impacts of large-scale development projects 

implemented in the region; urbanization and health; use of spatial analysis in the Social Sciences; and 

on population dynamics and mortality models. She has applied geographical information systems, 

remote sensing, and spatial statistics to her research, as well as proposed novel methods in spatial 

analysis. She has done extensive work in the Brazilian Amazon, and has experience working in Africa. 

Since 2004 she has been a member of the Dar es Salaam Urban Malaria Control Program, promoting 

the use of environmental management approaches to improve urban health. Castro is currently 

working on a project that is measuring health, poverty and place by modeling inequalities in Accra, 

Ghana using RS and GIS. She is also investigating the use of remotely sensed imagery to predict 

urban malaria in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, she is leading a project to assess the malaria poverty 

vicious cycle, and she started a project to propose a new methodology to assess spatio-temporal 

trends in a scenario of multiple control interventions. Castro is also working on the issues of human 

mobility and asymptomatic malaria infections in the Brazilian Amazon, as well as on the potential 

impacts of extreme climatic events on malaria transmission in the Amazon. 
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T. EDWIN CHOW 

Texas Center for Geographic Information Science 
Texas State University, San Marcos 

Email: chow@txstate.edu  

 

T. Edwin Chow is an assistant professor in the Department of Geography at Texas State University, 

San Marcos. He holds a Ph.D. in Geography from the University of South Carolina. His research 

interests focus in Internet GIS, Volunteered Geographic Information (VGI) and GIS-based modeling. 

His recent passion in research related to spatial demography is to investigate the potential of web 

demographics to unearth spatial patterns of population dynamics. His other work involves a broad 

spectrum of GIS-based modeling, including site assessment, quality of life, risk assessment, 

hydrology and wildland fire. He has been working on several collaborative research projects to model 

raccoon habitats and conduct ecological risk assessment, associate precipitation and surface runoff 

with ENSO periods, and simulate wildfire behavior in grassland ecosystems. Chow teaches GIS at all 

levels (i.e., undergraduate, master and doctoral) as well as a graduate course in quantitative methods. 

He has had the pleasure to mentor, and learn a lot more from, several master and Ph.D. students. He 

also has been serving as an ad hoc reviewer for many GIScience journals (e.g., IJGIS) and NSF grant 

proposals. 
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KATHERINE J. CURTIS 
Department of Sociology 

University of Wisconsin, Madison 
Email: kcurtis@ssc.wisc.edu 

 

Katherine J. Curtis is Assistant Professor in the Department of Community and Environmental 

Sociology at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Curtis earned her PhD in Sociology at the 

University of Washington, and was faculty member at Brown University before coming to Wisconsin in 

2007. Curtis’ PhD training was in demography, social stratification and research methods, while her 

post-doctoral fellowship at the University of Wisconsin Center for Demography and Ecology focused 

on spatial data analysis. Her current faculty position is partially supported by UW-Extension, where 

she carries out applied demographic research. Thus, her work is centered in demography and 

extends to spatial, rural, and applied demography, and focuses on two central themes: investigating 

the population dynamics underlying stratification structures; and examining how the spatial and 

temporal contexts shape processes generating demographic change and associated inequality.   

Curtis is actively pursuing her long-standing interests in spatial demography in her research and 

teaching programs at Wisconsin. Her research consistently engages multi-disciplinary research 

collaborations and multiple literatures across disciplines to gain greater substantive and technical 

insight. Projects include an investigation of the temporally and spatially varying influence of correlates 

of population change identified in theories of urbanization and development in the US Great Plains, 

an examination of the demographic underpinnings of racial inequality within the historical and 

contemporary contexts of the Great Migration from and Return Migration to the US South, an 

assessment of the temporal and spatial dimensions of economic change and racial inequality in 

historical Puerto Rico, an investigation of the spatial-temporal dynamics of race and contemporary 

poverty in the United States and the Upper Midwest, and an effort to link social and physical 

attributes of place to assess vulnerability to climate change. Curtis’ work has been published in the 

field’s top journals and featured in special publications and conferences focusing on spatial 

demography. In addition to teaching at the UW, she has also been a co-instructor in spatial 

regression (with Paul Voss) for the ICPSR Summer Program as well as the GISPopsci Workshops at 

UCSB and Penn State.   
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DAVID DARMOFAL 

Department of Political Science 
University of South Carolina 
Email: darmofal@gmail.com  

 

David Darmofal is an Associate Professor in the Department of Political Science at the University of 

South Carolina. He received his Ph.D. from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and was a 

Post-Doctoral Fellow in the Program in Statistics and Methodology at Ohio State University. His 

principal research interests are in political behavior, political geography, and American political 

development. His research has been published in journals such as the American Journal of Political 

Science, the Journal of Politics, Political Geography, Political Research Quarterly, Political Behavior, 

Political Psychology, and American Politics Research. He has also recently completed a book 

manuscript, Spatial Analysis for the Social Sciences, which is under contract with the Analytical 

Methods for Social Research series at Cambridge University Press. This book will serve as a critical 

reference for applied researchers and methodologists in a broad range of disciplines, including 

Demography, Economics, Political Science, Sociology, Criminology, and Public Health. His current 

research includes studies of the effects of spatial dependence on survey inferences, the effects of 

spatial proximity on legislators’ roll-call voting behavior, and the effects of spatial heterogeneity in 

congressional elections. 
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FRANK DAVENPORT 

Department of Geography 
University of California, Santa Barbara 

Email: frank.davenport@gmail.com 

 

Frank Davenport is a Ph.D. candidate at UCSB Geography working with Stuart Sweeney (Geography) 

and Doug Steigerwald (Economics). He is also a past T.A. for the summer population science 

workshops. His research focuses on analyzing food production and market systems and how those 

systems influence food security, with a particular interest in how trade liberalization impacts spatial 

price transmission among agricultural commodity markets. He is also working with colleagues to 

examine how demographic trends in Kenya will impact the food balance in that region. They are 

examining both how warming and drying trends might influence child malnutrition, and what 

combination of improved agricultural technology and increased imports can ensure that food supply 

can keep pace with population growth. Davenport also has a strong methodological interest that 

intersects with spatial demography. A third of his dissertation research focuses on spatial panel 

models. Specifically, he is examining the bias issues that occur when the nature of spatial correlation 

changes over time and what possible remedies there are for this bias. This will be of interest to any 

spatial demographer looking at long-term spatial trends wherein the nature of correlation 

among those trends is a function of dynamic population variables (such as migration among 

countries).  
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DUSTIN DUNCAN 
Department of Society, Human Development, and Health 

Harvard School of Public Health 
Email: dduncan@hsph.harvard.edu 

 

Dustin Duncan, ScD is an Alonzo Smythe Yerby Postdoctoral Fellow at Harvard School of Public 

Health, studying neighborhood determinants of population health among children, adolescents, and 

their families—with a special emphasis on minority health and health disparities. His research utilizes 

a geospatial lens to apply spatially explicit approaches such as computer-based geographic 

information systems, web-based geospatial technologies and geospatial modeling techniques. He 

completed his doctorate in Social Epidemiology at Harvard School of Public Health in May 2011, and 

has received additional professional training in geographic information systems and spatial statistics. 

Recently, he was awarded the Howard T. Fisher Prize for Excellence in Geographic Information 

Science from the Center for Geographic Analysis at Harvard University for his dissertation research. 

His dissertation, titled “A Spatial Analysis of Obesogenic Neighborhood Environmental Influences 

Among Children and Adolescents,” was funded in part by Robert Wood Johnson Foundation’s Active 

Living Research Program. During the 2010–2011 academic year he co-founded and was President of 

the Spatial Analysis Methods Student Working Group. 
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BARBARA ENTWISLE 

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
Email: entwisle@unc.edu 

 
Barbara Entwisle, Vice-Chancellor for Research and the Kenan Distinguished Professor in the 

Department of Sociology at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, is a social demographer 

interested in population and social change. As vice chancellor, Dr. Entwisle leads a campus-wide 

research program that attracted $788 million in contract and grant funding in fiscal 2011.  She 

oversees the research support, compliance, communication, and technology transfer offices as well as 

a portfolio of 16 pan-university interdisciplinary research centers and institutes, including the Carolina 

Population Center, which she directed from 2002 to 2010.  As a faculty member, Dr.  Entwisle studies 

the social context of demographic behavior, focusing on the physical as well as the social 

environment. Her current research is divided into two sets of projects. In one, based in Northeast 

Thailand, she is investigating demographic responses to rapid social change, migration and social 

networks, and the interrelationships between population and environment. In the other set, she is 

directing North Carolina components of the National Children’s Study, a large longitudinal study of 

how social, behavioral, community, and environmental factors affect human health and development. 

Dr. Entwisle is past President of the Population Association of America and a former editor of 

Demography.  She was elected Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science 

in 2003 and named Mary Lily Kenan Flagler Bingham Distinguished Professor in 2007.   

Entwisle’s undergraduate work was completed at Swarthmore College; she received her A.M. and 

a Ph.D. in Sociology from Brown University. She was a Postdoctoral Fellow in Economic Demography 

at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. 

For more information, please see http://www.cpc.unc.edu/people/fellows/bio?person=entwisle. 

Email: entwisle@unc.edu.  
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ARTHUR GETIS 

Department of Geography 
San Diego State University 

Email: arthur.getis@sdsu.edu 

 

Arthur Getis was the Stephen and Mary Birch Foundation Endowed Chair of Geographical Studies at 

San Diego State University until he retired in May 2004. He has been named Distinguished Professor 

of Geography Emeritus at SDSU. He is a past president of the University Consortium for Geographic 

Information Science (UCGIS) and the Western Regional Science Association (WRSA). He has served 

on a number of university faculties including the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (1977–

1990), Rutgers University (1963–1977), and Princeton University (1971–1974). Together with editors 

Professors Manfred Fischer of Vienna and Antonio Paez of McMaster he is the honorary editor of 

the Journal of Geographical Systems. Currently, with the support of NIH, he is doing research on the 

transmission of dengue fever in Peru and Thailand and with NICHD on public health in Ghana. He has 

received the Walter Isard Distinguished Scholarship award from the North American Regional Science 

Association and Distinguished Scholarship honors from the Association of American Geographers. 

He has been elected a Fellow in the WRSA, Regional Science Association International, and the 

UCGIS. He has had published over 100 articles, chapters, and reviews in refereed journals, including 

several articles with J.K. Ord, the statistician, in which they develop local statistics. He and his co-

authors (J.M. Getis and J.D. Fellmann) have produced the leading introductory college geography 

textbook in the United States, now in its thirteenth edition. In addition, he is engaged in spatial 

research designed to address issues concerning the analytical definition of neighborhoods, spatial 

clustering, and spatial variance. 
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MICHAEL GOODCHILD 
Center for Spatial Studies 
Department of Geography 

University of California, Santa Barbara 
Email: good@geog.ucsb.edu 

 
Michael F. Goodchild (B.A., Physics, Cambridge University; Ph.D., Geography, McMaster University) 

is Professor of Geography and Director of the Center for Spatial Studies (spatial@ucsb) at the 

University of California, Santa Barbara. After 19 years at the University of Western Ontario, including 

three years as Chair, he moved to Santa Barbara in 1988. Since then, he has served as Director of the 

National Center for Geographic Information and Analysis (NCGIA); Associate Director of the 

Alexandria Digital Library Project; and Director of the Center for Spatially Integrated Social Science. 

Goodchild’s research publications, including more than 400 scientific papers and a dozen 

authored and edited books, have laid a foundation for geographic information science and spatial 

analysis, extended the development of geo-libraries, contributed to understanding uncertainty in 

geographic data, and advanced capabilities in location-allocation modeling. He was Editor of 

Geographical Analysis for three years and of the “Methods, Models, and Geographic Information 

Sciences” section of the Annals of the Association of American Geographers for six years. Goodchild 

is an elected member of the National Academy of Sciences and the American Academy of Arts and 

Sciences, and is a Foreign Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada. He has received honorary 

doctorates from Laval University, Keele University, Ryerson University, and McMaster University. He is 

a recipient of the Canadian Association of Geographers’ Award for Scholarly Distinction, Association 

of American Geographers’ Award for Outstanding Scholarship, Canadian Cartographic Association’s 

Award of Distinction for Exceptional Contributions to Cartography, Educator of the Year Award from 

the University Consortium for Geographic Information Science, the Founder’s Medal of the Royal 

Geographical Society, a Lifetime Achievement Award from Environmental Systems Research Institute, 

Inc., the American Society of Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing Intergraph Award, and the 

Horwood Critique Prize (twice) of the Urban and Regional Information Systems Association (URISA). In 

2007 Goodchild was inducted into the GIS Hall of Fame of URISA and received the prestigious 

international Prix Vautrin Lud, in St Dié-des-Vosges, France. 

 

Web: http://www.geog.ucsb.edu/~good 
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KATHRYN GRACE 
Climate Hazards, Department of Geography 

University of California, Santa Barbara 
Email: grace@geog.ucsb.edu 

 

Kathryn Grace, Ph.D., is a Researcher with the USAID funded Climate Hazards Group (CHG) in the 

Geography Department at UCSB. As the only population focused researcher with the Climate 

Hazards Group, she has designed (and is in the process of leading) several projects identifying 

populations in East and West Africa vulnerable to climate change. In these projects she routinely 

relies on remotely sensed climate and landscape data as well as population survey data to model the 

relationships between climate, gender, food production, food accessibility and health outcomes.  

From a broader perspective her research highlights the role of context in various aspects related 

to maternal and child health—primarily reproductive health and family planning decision-making. Her 

geographic training (Ph.D. geography) and quantitative background (M.A. statistics, MSPH 

biostatistics) enable her to bring a unique perspective to spatial demography through her use of a 

quantitative, multi-disciplinary approach to the examination of the way that individual, family, or 

household outcomes are conditioned by place; including both the culture and the natural 

environment. 
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Frank M. Howell is Professor Emeritus of Sociology at Mississippi State University and Adjunct 

Professor of Sociology at Emory University. He recently served as Senior Policy Analyst at the Board of 

Regents of the University System of Georgia in Atlanta, where he chaired the statewide GIS 

Coordinating Council, developed an enrollment projections and tracking system based upon spatial 

demography principles for the Board’s EIS, and assisted the GA Technology Authority on expanding 

the wireless broadband capabilities in the state. He began using GIS in 1983, becoming a consultant 

to Strategic Mapping, Inc. in the development of Atlas Graphics. 

While at North Carolina State University, Frank co-founded the Social Science Computer Review 

(Sage) with G. David Garson and developed two global computer networks (SocNet, PoliNet) prior to 

the Internet. At Mississippi State, he served as Coordinator of a $60M NASA-sponsored Mississippi 

Space Commerce Initiative; led the development of the first statewide contract for higher education 

software, the model for ESRI’s current licensing agreement; and was the Software Administrator for 

the College Board in Mississippi. After a stint as Department Head of Rural Sociology in the 

Agricultural Experiment Station, he funded and directed the Spatial Analysis Laboratory, teaching a 

graduate course on the spatial analysis of social data from 1996 until his retirement at MSU. He has 

been a consultant to numerous organizations involving grants review and management (part-time GS-

15 at USDA), large-scale data organization (NASS), analysis software (SPSS, SPLUS), licensing (ESRI, 

ERDAS, Research Systems Inc.), and human subjects protection (ICPSR, NORC). Frank recently 

completed a six-year term on the Secretary of Agriculture’s Advisory Board on Agricultural Statistics, a 

time in which NASS transitioned to a web-based collection system for the Census of Agriculture with 

more open-access to historical data on agriculture, the environment, and land-use. 

His recent research has focused on the distribution of church burnings in the American South, the 

long-term institutionalization of white-flight segregation academies, the spatialization of population 

shifts at the sub-county level, social policy issues in biofuels development (funded by DOE), and the 

integration of LULC data into the identification of the rural-urban continuum in the U.S. Co-authored 

with Jeremy R. Porter (CUNY), a forthcoming book is Geographical Sociology: Theoretical 

Foundations and Methodological Applications in the Sociology of Location (Springer, 2012). Frank 

and Jeremy are co-editors of a new online journal, Spatial Demography, published by PressForward 

(spatialdemography.org) in early 2012. 
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Donald Janelle (Ph.D., Geography, Michigan State University) is a Research Professor at the 

University of California, Santa Barbara. He serves as Program Director for the Center for Spatial 

Studies (spatial@ucsb) and for the Center for Spatially Integrated Social Science (CSISS). He was on 

the faculty of the U.S. Air Force Academy for four years and of the University of Western Ontario for 

30 years, where he chaired the Department of Geography and served as Assistant Vice Provost. He 

edited The Canadian Geographer, the official refereed journal of the Canadian Association of 

Geographers, and chaired the Publications Committee for the Association of American Geographers 

(AAG).  

    Janelle’s research and publications are based broadly within geography and affiliated social and 

behavioral sciences. Primary themes include space-time analyses of individual behavior, the time-

geography of cities, the temporal-spatial ordering of social systems, locational conflict analysis, social 

issues in transportation, and the role of space-adjusting technologies in structuring new patterns of 

social and economic organization. He is a recipient of the Edward L. Ullman Award for Career 

Contributions to Transportation Geography and the 2009 Ronald F. Abler Honors Award for 

Distinguished Service from the AAG. Janelle has authored more than 100 journal articles and book 

chapters, and has co-edited five books. The three most recent include: Information, Place, and 

Cyberspace: Issues in Accessibility; WorldMinds: Geographical Perspectives on 100 Problems; and 

Spatially Integrated Social Science. 
 
Web: http://www.spatial.ucsb.edu/janelle 
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Michael Kramer is an assistant professor of Epidemiology at Rollins School of Public Health, Emory 

University. His doctoral research (completed in 2009) focused on the association of spatial 

segregation with racial disparities in very preterm birth, and highlighted the importance of 

disaggregating a complex phenotype such as preterm birth when seeking to understand mechanisms 

by which social determinants might “get under the skin.” He is a fellow with the WHO Perinatal 

Collaborating Center, and a member of the WHO Preterm Birth International Collaboration (PREBIC), 

and a member of the Society for Epidemiologic Research and the American Public Health Association.  

In additional to spatial and social determinants of preterm birth, his research includes study of 

segregation and neighborhood factors on life course chronic and infectious diseases including racial 

disparities in breast cancer survival, stroke mortality, and community HIV viral burden. 
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John Logan is Professor of Sociology and director of Spatial Structures in the Social Sciences (S4) at 

Brown University. He is an urban sociologist (Urban Fortunes: The Political Economy of Place) who 

makes much use of spatial concepts in studies of residential patterns in U.S. and Chinese cities. In a 

current project he has geocoded the addresses of residents of 39 U.S. cities in 1880, and he is using 

these data to develop new approaches to studying segregation and identifying ethnic 

neighborhoods. 
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David López-Carr is Associate Professor of Geography at the University of California, Santa Barbara, 

where he directs the Human-Environment Dynamics Lab (HED). López-Carr received a Ph.D. in 

Geography from the University of North Carolina in 2002, where he held a two year NIH post-doctoral 

fellowship in Biostatistics in the School of Public Health and Carolina Population Center. He has lived, 

worked, and traveled extensively in Latin America and in more than 70 countries worldwide and 

speaks Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, French, and rudimentary Q’eqchí Maya. 

López-Carr’s research focuses on links among population, health, rural development, agriculture, 

and marine and forest resource use and conservation through ongoing projects in Latin America, 

Africa, and Asia. He has authored more than 100 conference papers and approximately 100 scientific 

publications. His research is conducted with colleagues and students thanks to funding from over 50 

fellowships, grants, and awards from NASA, NSF, NIH, the Mellon and Fulbright Foundations, and 

numerous other sources. Notable among López-Carr’s scholarly achievements are paper awards from 

the University of North Carolina School of Medicine, the Latin American Specialty Group (SG) of the 

Association of American Geographers (AAG), the Population SG of the AAG, the Nystrom Prize for 

best paper based on a dissertation in Geography, a University of North Carolina Post-doctoral Award 

for Research Excellence, and an Athgo International VIP Award for participation in the 2007 Nobel 

Peace Prize winning Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).  
 

Website: www.geog.ucsb.edu/~carr/  
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Stephen Matthews (Ph.D., University of Wales, Cardiff) is Associate Professor of Sociology, 

Anthropology, and Demography (Courtesy Geography) and the academic director of the Geographic 

Information Analysis Core in the Population Research Institute and Social Science Research Institute 

at Penn State. 

He is P.I. of a Eunice Kennedy Shriver NICHD-supported training grant on advanced spatial 

analysis in population science, promoting the utilization of geospatial data and spatial analytic 

methods in demographic and health research. He is the co-organizer of the specialist meeting on 

Future Directions in Spatial Demography. 

The central tenets of his teaching and research scholarship are population health and health 

inequality in diverse community contexts. The substantive focus of his research is the study of 

resources, risks, and opportunities (e.g., food, pollution, social networks) and how access and 

utilization of these resources, risks, and opportunities relate to health and social inequality (e.g., diet, 

obesity status, other health outcomes). Race/ethnicity and income inequality are cross-cutting themes 

in my research. Also he is interested in conceptual and methodological issues associated with how 

neighborhoods are defined and their attributes are measured, and the relevance of these 

definitions/measures to individual behavior and health outcomes. Ongoing projects include an R21 

intervention study of neighborhood food environments in Philadelphia (PI), an R01 Patterns of Cancer 

care in Appalachia (co-I), an R01 on risk and abuse in at-risk mothers in Philadelphia (co-I), and he 

participates in the National Children’s Study—Westmoreland County, PA site. Recent past projects 

include the NSF-funded Measuring Spatial Segregation project (co-PI). 

Earlier this year he co-edited with Linda Burton, Susan Kemp, ManChui Lueng and David 

Takeuchi, Communities, Neighborhoods, and Health: Expanding the Boundaries of Place and co-

authored with Wilbur Zelinsky, The Place of Religion in Chicago. 

For more information, please see http://www.sociology.psu.edu/people/faculty/matthews.shtml 

or http://www.sociology.psu.edu/people/faculty/CV/matthews.pdf.  
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Lee Mobley is a Senior Fellow in Spatial Science and Health Economics at RTI, with a Ph.D. in 

economics. Current work focuses on developing geospatial databases and cyberinfrastructure to 

facilitate using spatial analysis for populomics and population science research. Publication topics 

include: building spatial decision support systems, analysis of health markets, socio-ecological and 

multilevel modeling of health behaviors and outcomes, health disparities, analysis of spatial clustering 

in behavioral risk factors associated with coronary heart disease in low-income women, analysis of 

how urban sprawl impacts obesity and cardiac risk in low-income women, spatial regression analysis 

of access to preventive care services by the elderly and diffusion of endoscopy technology, analysis of 

reasons why the elderly disenrolled from their Medicare health maintenance organizations (HMOs), 

and analysis of why insurance firms joined the Medicare preferred provider organization (PPO) 

demonstration. As Principal Investigator on a National Cancer Institute R01 grant (R01CA126858-

01A1) she led development of an extensive geo-spatial database (https://rtispatialdata.rti.org) and 

used it to conduct analysis of the many reasons why older people don’t get regular breast or 

colorectal cancer screening. Mobley’s areas of continued research interest include: spatially-enabled 

analysis of socio-ecological problems where place and space are important; translational research in 

populomics science, which combines genomics, metabolomics, microbiology, health communication, 

psychology, community-based participatory research, and spatial humanities; assessments of health 

markets and development of community risk profiles; spatial analysis applied to evaluations of 

interventions and natural experiments; and building spatial decision support systems combining 

databases, knowledge bases, and analytic tools.  

For more information, please see http://www.rti.org/page.cfm?objectid=F4DD5356-73C3-458E-

9A4EFF01250C05C0. 
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Nicholas Nagle is Assistant Professor jointly affiliated with the Department of Geography and the 

Center for Business and Economic Research at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville. He holds a 

Ph.D. in Geography from the University of California, Santa Barbara. His research develops 

methodologies for small area analysis and for integrating population data with multiple scales of 

aggregation. He also works as an applied demographer, developing regular small area population 

projections within the State of Tennessee. He is currently developing tools and methods for imputing 

the spatial location of public use microdata, and well as cooperating with the Bureau of the Census to 

improve the quality of American Community Survey through tighter integration of spatial sampling 

theory with demographic and geographic subject knowledge. He is also beginning a five-year project 

with Seth Spielman at the University of Colorado that aims to foster collaboration between 

geographers, demographers, and statisticians, and to prepare coursework and training programs that 

will better prepare researchers in these disciplines for interdisciplinary work that will serve the federal 

statistical agencies.  
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William Pan, DrPH, is Assistant Professor of Global Environmental Health at Duke University, Adjunct 

Professor in the Department of International Health at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public 

Health, and Associate of the Duke Population Research Institute and the Hopkins Population Center. 

He was Chair of the Statistics Section for the American Public Health Association and currently serves 

as the Outgoing Chair and on the APHA Governing Council. Pan is the Principal Investigator of three 

ongoing studies examining population-environment dynamics influencing human health in the 

Peruvian Amazon as well as co-PI of an NSF IGERT program focused on training next generation 

scientists on the relationships between climate change, water, and human health. In 2003 he received 

the Mindel C. Sheps Award in Mathematical Demography for his research combining spatial 

statistical methods in population-environment research. Pan has published extensively on a variety of 

topics, such as fertility and migration determinants in the Amazon, vaccine safety, infectious disease 

transmission, including tuberculosis, malaria, and shigellosis, and land use change.  
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Daniel Parker is currently in his third year of graduate study, working toward a dual degree in 

Biological Anthropology and Demography. His research interests are in population health, 

environment-population interactions, and human migration. He tends to focus on neglected diseases 

and populations that are underrepresented in population health research. His dissertation research 

looks at migration and malaria in Southeast Asia; his research population consists of migrant 

indigenous peoples along the Thailand-Myanmar border. The area is an epicenter for multi-drug 

resistant malaria, making the epidemiology of this region important for much of the world. These 

research interests lend themselves well to temporal and spatial modeling. His undergraduate honors’ 

thesis used event history analysis to model dengue fever outbreaks; his master’s paper used 

generalized linear models and point pattern analysis to evaluate climate-mortality interactions; and 

his my dissertation research will incorporate novel methods for explicitly specifying both time and 

space in malaria epidemiology. Parker is a member of the Population Association of America, the 

American Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene, the American Association of Physical 

Anthropology; he enjoys multi-disciplinary collaboration. 
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Sergio Rey (Ph.D., University of California, Santa Barbara) is a Professor in the School of Geographical 

Sciences and Urban Planning at Arizona State University, where he also serves as an executive 

committee member and core research faculty in the GeoDa Center for Geospatial Analysis and 

Computation. He is affiliate research professor with the Regional Research Institute at West Virginia 

University and adjunct research professor in the Regional Economics Application Laboratory (REAL), 

University of Illinois, Urbana Champaign. Rey is a Fellow of the Spatial Econometrics Association, and 

has served as Editor of the International Regional Science Review since 1999. Prior to joining ASU in 

2008, he was Chair of the Department of Geography at San Diego State University where he also 

served as founder and director of the Regional Analysis Laboratory (REGAL). 

Rey’s research interests focus on the development, implementation, and application of advanced 

methods of spatial and space-time data analysis in the social sciences. His substantive foci include 

regional inequality, convergence and growth dynamics as well as neighborhood change, segregation 

dynamics, spatial criminology and industrial networks. Recent and current research projects include 

an analysis of the relationships between spatial linkages and urban economic dynamics (EDA), flexible 

geospatial visual analytics and simulation technologies to enhance criminal justice decision support 

systems (NIJ), spatial analytical framework for examining community sex offender residency issues 

over space and time (NSF), and cyberGIS software integration for sustained geospatial innovation 

(NSF). Rey is the creator and lead developer of the open source package STARS: Space-Time Analysis 

of Regional Systems as well as PySAL: A Python Library for Spatial Analysis. In 2010 he co-edited with 

Luc Anselin, Perspectives on Spatial Data Analysis (Berlin: Springer). 

For more information, please see http://geoplan.asu.edu/rey. 
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Fernando Riosmena is Assistant Professor at the Population Program and the Department of 

Geography in the University of Colorado at Boulder. He holds a Ph.D. in Demography from the 

University of Pennsylvania. His research looks at how demographic processes are associated with 

the spatial and social mobility, well-being, and development in Latin American societies and 

immigrant communities from said region in the United States. He has done work on the role of social 

ties and of legal status in explaining inter-country differences in U.S. migration dynamics in Latin 

America; the inter-relation between the socioeconomic and gender normative context of migrant 

sending communities, family life cycle, and the migration behavior of individuals other life course 

events; on the changing spatial distribution of Mexican migrant destinations in the U.S. and their 

relationship with the changing spatial distribution of migrant origins in Mexico; and on the factors 

that explain the health status of migrants in the U.S. and changes therein, particularly looking at 

selection, protection, and acculturation processes. 
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Seth Sanders specializes in the fields of economic demography and public policy. His research 

focuses specifically on five different lines of study, which include the trends of race and gender in 

relation to earnings; the effects of extreme economic changes on workers and families; the 

performance of gay and lesbian families within the economy; the economic consequences of teenage 

childbearing; and the role of immigration and migration in economic success and health outcomes. 

He has received numerous grants for his research, including several from the National Institute of 

Child Health and Development, and also from the National Science Foundation and the Appalachian 

Regional Commission. He has published his research writings extensively, contributing his work to 

numerous leading academic journals for over two decades. Some of his refereed articles include, 

“Gender Wage Differences Among the Highly Educated” with D. Black, A. Haviland, and L. Taylor; 

“The Economics of Lesbian and Gay Families” with D. Black and L. Taylor; “Empirical Regularities 

Across Cultures: The Effect of Children on Women’s Work” with H.O. Duleep; and “A Simulation 

Estimator for Sequential Models of Discrete Choice” with V.J. Hotz, R. Miller, and J. Smith. Professor 

Sanders is currently conducting research funded by a grant awarded by the National Institute of Child 

Health and Development on, “The Role of Firms in Immigrant Assimilation and Labor Market 

Adjustment” and a second project on “The Great Migration and Economic and Health Outcomes in 

the African American Community. 



 
2011 Specialist Meeting—Future Directions in Spatial Demography Sastry—33  

 

 

 
NARAYAN SASTRY 

Population Studies Center 
University of Michigan 

Email: nsastry@umich.edu 

 

Narayan Sastry’s research centers on the social and spatial dimensions of health, development, and 

well-being of children, both in the U.S. and in less developed countries. He is an active survey 

researcher currently involved in three major demographic surveys. First, he co-directs the Los Angeles 

Family and Neighborhood Survey (L.A.FANS). Wave 2 of L.A.FANS was recently completed and 

released into the public domain. L.A.FANS was designed to answer key research and policy questions 

regarding the effects of neighborhoods and families on child development and to study residential 

mobility and neighborhood change. Second, Sastry directs the Displaced New Orleans Residents 

Survey (DNORS), a new study to examine the effects of Hurricane Katrina on the pre-storm 

population of the city in the years following the disaster. Fieldwork for DNORS was completed in mid-

2010 and the data are being prepared for public release. Third, Sastry is a co-PI of the Panel Study of 

Income Dynamics (PSID), leading work on the study related to children, young adults, and families as 

well as being involved in providing overall strategic direction to the project.  

Sastry’s recent substantive research has focused on studying neighborhood effects on children’s 

academic achievement using data from L.A.FANS and PSID and the effects of Hurricane Katrina on 

the population of New Orleans. In other recent work, he has examined the prevalence and treatment 

of diarrheal disease among Brazilian children and the effects of improvements in sanitation and water 

supply. He has also conducted various studies related to child health and measuring and 

operationalizing measures of neighborhood characteristics. 

 
Research Professor, Population Studies Center, University of Michigan 
Research Professor, Survey Research Center, University of Michigan 
Associate Director, Survey Research Center, University of Michigan 
Adjunct Senior Social Scientist, RAND Corporation 
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Daniel Sui is currently a Professor of Geography and Distinguished Professor of Social & Behavioral 

Sciences at the Ohio State University. He also serves as Chair of Geography (since July 2011) and 

Director of the Center for Urban & Regional Analysis (CURA) (since July 2009). Sui holds adjunct 

professorship at the John Glenn School of Public Affairs, Department of City & Regional Planning, 

and College of Public Health at OSU. Prior assuming his current position at OSU in July 2009, Daniel 

Sui was a professor of geography (1993–2009) and holder of the Reta A. Haynes endowed chair 

(2001–2009) at Texas A&M University. His research current interests include 1) GIS-based spatial 

synthesis and modeling for urban, environmental, and public health applications; 2) Volunteered 

geographic information and the detection of transient communities on real-time social web; 3) Legal 

and ethical issues of using geospatial technologies in society. Sui has authored/co-authored four 

books and more than 100 hundred articles in these areas. Sui was the winner of 2006 Breheny Best 

Paper Prize. He was a 2009 Guggenheim Fellow, is a current member of the U.S. National Mapping 

Science Committee, and serves as editor-in-chief for GeoJournal. 

More information can be found at: http://www.geography.ohio-state.edu/our-

department/faculty-more/sui.  
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Stuart Sweeney is Associate Professor, Vice Chair, and Graduate Advisor in the Department of 

Geography at UC Santa Barbara. After earning a B.A. from UC San Diego, he completed his Ph.D. 

(1999) in City and Regional Planning, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. His diverse academic 

research interests span topics from applied statistics, spatial analysis, economic geography, 

demography, and development. In addition to academic research, he consults for government 

agencies; most recently developing small area population and enrollment projections for the 

Southern California Association of Governments. He has been closely associated with efforts to 

diffuse spatial concepts and methods to the social sciences. These efforts including serving on the 

executive committee of Center for Spatially Integrated Social Sciences, and serving as an instructor 

and coordinator for several workshops that target the social sciences (including population science). 

He is also the Area Director for Spatial Demography and Migration in the newly established 

Broom Center for Demography. His demographic research has focused on developing model-based 

estimates for incomplete migration accounts, statistical methods used to analyze non-stationary 

transition matrices and their use in multiregional projections, enrollment projections under school 

choice policies, and downscaling household and population projections/estimates for small areas. His 

more recent work has focused on developing countries using DHS/RHS data and includes topics such 

as the analysis stalled fertility transition, a multi-method approach to understanding child malnutrition, 

union formation, and fertility assimilation among immigrants in Los Angeles. His full CV is available at 

http://www.geog.ucsb.edu/~sweeney/Sweeney_CV.pdf. 
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Paul Voss has spent the majority of his career as an applied demographic analyst focusing on 

population growth and distribution and the implications demographic change for geographic 

locations and regions. He holds a PhD in sociology/demography from the University of Michigan, and 

for many years was the director of the Applied Population Laboratory (APL) at the University of 

Wisconsin-Madison. He established and led the early introduction of spatial tools, data and 

perspectives into APL programming and oversaw the support and outreach of spatial services to 

other units on the Wisconsin campus, in particular to the Wisconsin Center for Demography and 

Ecology. He presently is Interim Director of the Carolina Population Center (CPC) at the University of 

North Carolina at Chapel Hill (UNC-CH) and faculty advisor to the CPC Spatial Analysis Unit. He also 

holds the title of Senior Spatial Analyst at the UNC-CH Odum Institute for Research in Social Science 

and Professor Emeritus from the University of Wisconsin’s Department of Community and 

Environmental Science. Over the past 12–15 years, he has maintained an active research program and 

teaching interest in the areas of spatial demography and spatial econometrics. He is consultant to the 

US Census Bureau on methodology and applications of the American Community Survey and has 

served on several scientific panels with the National Research Council of the National Academy of 

Sciences. 
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John R. Weeks is Distinguished Professor of Geography and Director of the International Population 

Center at San Diego State University, Clinical Professor of Global Public Health at the University of 

California, San Diego, School of Medicine, and a Senior Fellow of the California Council on Science 

and Technology. His doctorate is in Demography from the University of California, Berkeley, but he 

taught in the Anthropology Department at Michigan State University prior to moving to San Diego 

State University, where he was in the Department of Sociology for 18 years before moving into 

Geography in 1992. His background brings geospatial techniques to bear on social science research. 

He is the author of the bestselling textbook, Population: An Introduction to Concepts and Issues 

(Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Cengage), now in its 11th edition. He is also the PI/PD of the NICHD-

funded project on “Health, Poverty and Place in Accra, Ghana.” 

More information is available at: http://geography.sdsu.edu/People/Faculty/weeks.html and 

http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com 
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David Wong, Professor in the Department of Geography and Geoinformation Science at George 

Mason University at Fairfax, VA. As a geographer/GI scientist, he has been involved in a wide 

spectrum of research, including enhancing spatial analytical capabilities of GIS, the MAUP, statistical 

and geo-visualization, and 3D GIS. Most of his work has been related to population studies, including 

the analysis of population distribution, environmental and public health issues. Particularly, he has 

contributed significantly in developing spatial measures of segregation, starting from his early work in 

1990s (total 17 papers). He also advocated the use of local measures to depict the spatial variation of 

segregation at the neighborhood scale. Recently, he proposed using individual information to 

evaluate segregation, providing a behavioral basis in measuring segregation. 

In addition to serving as the ad hoc proposal reviewer for various foundations (e.g., Sage), 

funding agencies in Canada, Georgia Republic, UK, and US (e.g., NSF and NIH), Wong has also 

served on the review panels for NSF, NASA, and NIH. He has received funding from USGS, NOAA, 

HUD, NIH and the US Census Bureau supporting his research. He serves on the editorial board of 

several international journals, including CEUS, GA, and International Journal of Applied Geospatial 

Research.   
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Brian Wood’s interests in spatial analysis and demography stem from a general research interest in 

evolutionary anthropology—learning how people move through their environments, and what 

movement and residence patterns can tell us about processes of individual decision-making, 

cooperation, and emergent patterns of social structure.  
His B.A in anthropology (UC Davis) focused on the spatial analysis of archaeological data, which 

led him to an M.S in computer science (Cal Poly). Due to shortcomings in existing GIS software, he 

developed a new stand-alone GIS system for calculating and visualizing the energetic costs of 

pedestrian travel across three-dimensional terrain. Since 2004, Wood’s ethnographic research among 

the hunter-gatherer Hadza in northern Tanzania addresses patterns of Hadza subsistence, food-

sharing, residential group composition, and internal migration as well as spatial cognition and 

patterns of kin co-residence. A postdoc at Stanford and concurrently a research scientist at Yale 

University, he will begin a position as assistant professor of anthropology at Yale in fall 2012. At Yale, 

he will teach classes on evolutionary demography, spatial analysis, and human ecology.  
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Scott Yabiku is an Associate Professor of Sociology at Arizona State University and an affiliate of the 

Center for Population Dynamics. Yabiku is a social demographer whose research interests include 

family, fertility, and population and environment in the United States and international settings. His 

research frequently uses contextual and spatial data, and he has participated in the design, collection, 

and analysis of these data. Much of this spatial work uses the Chitwan Valley of Nepal as its setting. 

This research conceptualizes context as the distribution, location, and density of important social 

organizations, such as schools, markets, health clinics, and employers. Yabiku has found that the 

distribution of these organizations is related to family behaviors including marriage timing and 

contraceptive use. Yabiku’s other work in Nepal has also linked measures of land use to family 

behaviors. Yabiku’s population and environment research in the United States has examined human-

nature interactions within the desert ecosystem of the Phoenix metropolitan area. This research has 

explored the associations between migration history, health status, and various measures of 

environmental risks. Other research has studied preferences for residential landscaping regimes and 

how they are related to individuals’ background characteristics, including migration history and 

environmental awareness. 
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Pennsylvania State University 
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Tse-Chuan Yang is currently a research associate and the Director of the Geographic Information 

Analysis (GIA) Core within the Population Research Institute and the Social Science Research Institute 

at Penn State. His doctorate is in Rural Sociology and Demography (with a minor in Statistics). His 

research interests include both substantive and methodological topics. The former is comprised of 

health disparities, demography of health and mortality, health care system distrust, and social and 

built environment determinants of health. The latter is focused on spatial statistics, research methods, 

and geographic information systems (GIS). He has used spatial analysis and other advanced analytic 

methods to explore the impacts of both built and social neighborhood environments on human 

health and to investigate the residential mortality differential in the US. In addition, his interest in 

spatial statistics has led him to contribute to the development of innovative spatial analysis 

methodologies and software programs.   
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