
Michael W. Dobson, Ph.D.

Expertise and Key 
Information

Senior executive with broad business experience focused on technology.  Expertise 
includes product and services development, technology planning and management, IT 
management, wireless telephony, software engineering management, geographic 
information systems, Location Based Services, Local Search, mapping, publishing, 
telematics, organizational planning, strategic planning, market development and business 
development.

Excellent leadership skills coupled with a demonstrated ability to: 1) build highly efficient, 
results  oriented technology  and software development organizations,  2)structure, design 
and implement new products, systems and related policies and procedures on a cost efficient 
basis and 3) manage multiple, complex development tasks simultaneously.

• A strategic thinker with an outstanding ability to form strong, cooperative 
interpersonal relationships coupled with excellent communications and presentations 
skills.

• Recognized expert with over twenty- five years of experience dealing with issues 
and applications of technology for use in the development of market leading 
products, tools and services.

• Past member of the Mapping Sciences Committee of the National Research Council 
of the National Academy of Sciences.

Experience 2002 -2006                               TeleMapics, LLC                               Laguna Hills, CA
Founder and President

Served as the president founder and principal consultant of TeleMapics, LLC 
(www.TeleMapics.com ),  a consulting practice focused on: Local Search, Location 
Based Services, Wireless Location based Services, the product development/product 
management process, strategic technical consulting,  strategy development and 
organizational change, and uses of geographic  information in business  and 
government.  

2001 – 2002                                go2 Systems                                        Irvine, CA
Chief Technology Officer and Executive Vice President of Engineering & 
Technology

Served as corporate officer responsible for technology, engineering, IT and product 
development at go2 systems, the leading provider and distributor of business directories 
designed for the wired and wireless Internet.  go2 provided directory services to MSN 
Wireless, AT&T wireless, Sprint, Nextel, Verizon and other major wireless carriers in 
the US.  

• Managed a technical team of 70 software developers focused on delivering 
products to the wireless handset and online markets for the presentation of 
business directory information including maps and directions. 
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• Responsible for setting corporate strategy related to engineering, standards, 
software development, product development, IT, QA, technology, platforms, 
Automated Location Information, mapping and mCommerce. 

• Established an inclusive process for product planning, design and 
implementation that improved management of product development efforts.

• Successfully managed a multi-million dollar joint development effort with 
VeriSign to create the go2/Verisign Local Business Registry.  

•  Effectively and aggressively managed multi-million dollar outsourcing 
agreements with SAIC and Amdocs.

• Served as the liaison between the Company’s business and technical 
professionals to create viable and profitable products and services based on 
market requirements and technical feasibility.

• Led a research and development organization which analyzed needs and 
resources to determine feature sets and service platforms required to develop 
new product offerings.

1995 -2000 Rand McNally and Company Skokie, IL
Chief Technologist, Vice President of New Business Development and Chief Cartographer,

Served as corporate officer responsible for technology, geographic information and 
mapping at world’s premier provider of geographic information.  Managed a team of 
250 who were involved in Product Development (systems developers, software 
engineers, digital and research cartographers, and GIS specialists) supporting the 
consumer print,  consumer software, new media, commercial truck routing and 
educational divisions of Rand McNally, in addition to responsibilities in business 
development.

• Responsible for day-to-day management of Company’s product and service 
related operations (software, print, and on-line).

• Wrote strategic plan to ensure future market success of Company’s highly 
profitable Transportation Data Management Division.  TDM provides software 
to the trucking industry that is used for rating, routing, and pricing related to 
the transport of household goods.  The majority of TDM’s business partners 
used online transaction systems.

• Key executive along with CEO and CFO for acquisitions, joint ventures and 
other forms of partnerships.  Successfully completed and integrated two 
significant acquisitions in 1999.  

• Responsible for setting corporate strategies with respect to market 
development, product technology orientation and operating structure for the 
Company’s consumer, commercial and educational divisions.

• Responsible for assisting marketing and sales divisions in understanding and 
positioning new technology products for marketplace success.

• Key manager for multi-million dollar international licensing business offering 
proprietary, GIS based mapping system.

• Participated as one of team leaders in sale of Rand McNally by Goldman 
Sachs.   

• Co-author of Offering Memorandum for sale of Rand McNally & Company. 
Key presenter in investor and ratings meetings.

• Served as expert for Legal Department on intellectual property issues related to 
content development, copyright, rights management, licensing and patents 
focused on Geographic Information and its use.



• Established strategic partnership with Istituto Geografico de Agostini and 
served as a Director of the Company (DeAgostini/Rand McNally). The 
Company was an international joint venture providing cartographic and 
software development services.

1992-1995 Rand McNally and Company Skokie, IL
Vice President of Industry Affairs and Chief Cartographer
Led corporate communications effort to expand Company’s presence in scientific and 
consumer venues.

• Set corporate standards and practices for product development.
• Participated as co-manager in development of Rand McNally’s New Media 

Division, a highly successful software business unit which grew to 20 million 
dollars in revenue in its first 18 months, based on the market leading, award 
winning Trip Maker and Street Finder software.  

1987-1992 Rand McNally and Company Skokie, IL
Vice President of Creative Services and Chief Cartographer  
Managed all product development activities (Editorial, Cartography, Art and Design 
and Digital Cartography) for the Company.

• Responsible for approximately 300 staff at 8 locations nationwide.
• Implemented conversion to advanced technology and GIS based mapping 

software from manual cartographic methods. 

1986-1987 Rand McNally and Company Skokie, IL
Director of Cartographic Services
Conducted requirements analysis to determine best practices in converting mapping 
operations from a manual to a digital environment.  Managed Company’s mapping 
centers and technical support for Company’s commercial trucking and routing business.

1985-1986                          Greenhorne and O’Mara                            Greenbelt, MD
Director of Computer Mapping
Successfully led efforts to capture new Geographic Information System and spatial 
software-based contracts with the Agency for International Development, Federal 
Emergency Mapping Agency and other clients.

1981-1985                          Spad Systems                                                 Reston, VA
Senior Associate
Consulted for the US Geological Survey, Bureau of the Census, Rand McNally and 
various clients on the application of GIS methods and applications to extremely large 
spatial databases.  Key player in the SPAD team that wrote the Requirements Analysis 
for the U.S. Census at the start of the development of what would come to be known as 
TIGER.   
                 
1972-1985                          State University of New York at Albany            Albany, 
NY
Assistant/Associate Professor of Geography
Taught courses and conducted research related to mapping, Geographic Information and 
Spatial Data Handling, computer technology and software.



Education Ph.D., Geography, University of Kansas

M.A. Geography, University of Kansas

B.A. Geography, California State University at Los Angeles

Public Relations Served as Rand McNally’s public relations representative, appearing multiple times on 
national news (NBC, ABC, CBS and PBS) as well as documentaries (the History 
Channel).  Experienced in television (Oprah, the Home Show, the Willard Scott Show, 
etc.), radio (Larry King and other “interview shows”), print (Boston Globe, Chicago 
Tribune, etc), and magazine interviews (Forbes, Newsweek etc.).


