
 

 

Li An 
Email: lan@mail.sdsu.edu 

Phone: (619)594-5932 

Assistant Professor, Department of Geography, San 
Diego State University, San Diego, CA 92182 

Institution and Location Degree Year(s) Field of Study 

Beijing (Peking) University B.S. 1989 Economic Geography 
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A. Positions and Honors.  
 
Positions and Employment 
1998-2003 Ph.D. candidate, Dept. of Fisheries and Wildlife, Michigan State University 
2003-2005 Postdoctoral Fellow, School of Natural Resources and Environment, University of Michigan 
2005-  Assistant Professor, Dept. of Geography, San Diego State University 
 
Other Experience and Professional Memberships 
2002-2006 Member, Association of American Geographers 
2001-2006 Member, International Association for Landscape Ecology, US chapter (IALE-US) 
2001-2006  Member, Population Association of America 
 
Honors 
2006  Outstanding Paper in Landscape Ecology (2006) for the paper “Exploring Complexity in a Human 

Environment System:  An Agent-based Spatial Model for Multidisciplinary and Multiscale Integration” 
(by An et al. in Annals of the Assoc. of Am. Geog, 95(1): 54-79), Awards Committee of the US Chapter 
of the International Association of Landscape Ecologists (presented at US IALE 2006 conference) 

2005 Research, Scholarship, and Creative Activity Fellowship, San Diego State University 
2004  Gill-Chin Lim Award for Outstanding Doctoral Dissertation in Global Studies, Michigan State University 
2002 Dissertation Completion Fellowship, Michigan State University 
2001 Research Enhancement Fellowship, Michigan State University 
1998 NASA-MSU Scholarship in Landscape Ecology, National Aeronautics and Space Administration and 

Michigan State University  
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Human impacts on land cover and panda habitat in Wolong Nature Reserve: linking ecological, 
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Rindfuss, and Steve Walsh, eds., Kluwer Academic Publishers).  
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A Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies 24 (5):  415-444. 
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socioeconomics. In Giant Panda: Conservation Priorities for the 21st Century (Donald G. Lindburg and 
Karen Baragona, eds., University of California Press, Berkeley). 

8. Linderman, M., J. Liu, J. Qi, Z. Ouyang, L. An, J. Yang, and Y. Tan. 2004.  Using artificial neural 
networks to map the spatial distribution of understory bamboo from remote sensing data.  International 
Journal of Remote Sensing 25 (9): 1685-1700. 

9. Linderman, M., S. Bearer, L. An, Y. Tan, Z. Ouyang, and J. Liu. 2005. The effects of understory bamboo 
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dynamics and interactions of households, landscapes, and giant panda habitat. Ecological Modelling 
183(1): 47-65. 
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environment system: an agent-based spatial model for multidisciplinary and multi-scale integration. 
Annals of Association of American Geographers 95 (1): 54-79.  
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13. An, L., M. Linderman, Z. Ouyang, W. Chen, and J. Liu (2006). Long-term ecological effects of 
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Geography of Homo Sapiens and Its Implications for Biological Diversity (Richard P. Cincotta, and 
Deirdre Mageean, eds., Springer-Verlag). 

14. An, L., G. He, Z. Liang, and J. Liu (2006). Impacts of demographic and socioeconomic factors on spatio-
temporal dynamics of panda habitats. Biodiversity and Conservation 15: 2343-2363. 

15. Viña, A., S. Bearer, X. Chen, G. He, M. Linderman, L. An, H. Zhang, Z. Ouyang, and J. Liu (accepted). 
Temporal changes in connectivity of giant panda habitat across the boundaries of Wolong Nature 
Reserve (China)". Ecological Applications. 

 
Papers submitted or in preparation 

An, L., and D. G. Brown (in revision). Survival Analysis in Land-Change Science: Integrating with 
GIScience to Address Temporal Complexities. Annals of Association of American Geographers. 

An, L., D. G. Brown, J. Nassauer, and B. Low (in review). Timing, location, and determinants of residential 
development types in exurban Southeastern Michigan.  Landscape Ecology.  

Brown, D. G., D.T. Robinson, J.I. Nassauer, L. An, S.E. Page, B. Low, W. Rand, , M. Zellner, R. Riolo, and 
J.J. Taylor (in revision).  Exurbia from the bottom-up: Combining empirical observations with agent-
based modeling.  Submitted for Special Issue of GeoForum. 

An, L., and J. Liu (in preparation). Impacts of demographic compositions on long term population and 
environmental dynamics: a pseudo-structure approach.  Intended for: undecided.  

An, L., D. G. Brown (in preparation). Pseudo-history space-time analysis: What can emergent land-use 
trajectories tell us? Intended for Annals of Association of American Geographers. 

An, L., A. Vina, and J. Liu (draft completed). Long term effects of family planning: A complexity science 
approach. To be submitted to (Nov. 2006): Ecological Applications. 

An, L., and J. Liu (draft completed). Ecological effects of migration in a complex human-environment 
system. To be submitted to (Dec. 2006): Demography. 
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1. SDSU Internal Grant   An (PI)      12/15/2005-12/31/2006 
This study develops and uses an agent-based model to generate emergent data that are subject to sampling 
over different spatial and temporal scales as well we analyses using different statistical models to detect the 
rules in the ABM, aiming to disentangle the effects of scales, resolutions, and uncertainties in spatiotemporal 
patterns.  
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